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The Days of Holy Week                                      

Holy Week is the name given to the last week before 
the great feast of Easter and it is on these last days of Lent 
that our liturgical observances truly dwell upon the Passion 
of our Lord. Just as Christ spent 40 days fasting in the 
desert and only then was faced with an intense 
confrontation by Satan, so all forty days of our Lent are a 
time to walk with Christ through the desert, culminating in 
an intense few days of Passion before the relief of 
Resurrection Day.  

Palm Sunday 
On Palm Sunday, the service begins in the Parish Hall with the Blessing and Distribution 

of the Palms. With blessed palm crosses pinned to lapels and with palm fronds in hand, 
parishioners begin a procession through the Memorial Garden and around the church. After 
entering the front doors and stopping at the entrance to the nave, the doors are opened again 
and all find their seats while singing “All Glory Laud and Honor.” Symbolizing the triumphal 
entry of Christ into Jerusalem, the joy of this procession soon turns solemn as parishioners 
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The Season of Lent 

      Tuesdays and Thursdays -         
10:00 AM Morning Prayer 

Fridays - 3:00 PM - Stations of 
the Cross 

Holy Week (Mar 29-Apr 3) 

Monday -Wednesday - Noon 
Eucharist 

Maundy Thursday - 7 PM Holy 
Communion and Stripping of the 
Altar  

Good Friday - Noon - 3:00 PM 
The Three Hours Devotion, 7PM 
Stations of the Cross and 
Tenebrae 

Holy Saturday - 8:00 PM The 
Easter Vigil with Blessing of the 
New Fire, The Exultet, 
Prophecies, Blessing of the 
Baptismal Font, and Holy 
Eucharist. 
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notice that all of the crosses in the sanctuary have been 
veiled with violet and the image of Christ on the cross has 
been obscured. Likewise, the Gospel reading for the day 
recounts the Matthean account of the Passion of Christ and 
the account of his Resurrection is left off. Just as the excited 
people welcomed Christ with shouts of praise but only days 
later were shouting curses, so our liturgy reflects the sudden 
change in Jesus’ first followers. The cross, which for us has 
now become a symbol of life and peace, is veiled as we 
attempt to recall how bewildering it must have been to walk 
with our Lord these last days before the specter of the 
cross. 

Holy Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday - 12:00 PM 
The liturgies of these three days move us through the 

Passion narratives of Saint Mark and Saint Luke without any 
great fanfare, such as 
the procession of Palm 
Sunday. Each of these 
days carry with them 
the sense that we are 
simply setting one foot 
in front of the other, 
plodding almost, 
towards Golgotha. At 
Saint George’s, these 
services are all held at 
noon.

Maundy Thursday - 7:00 PM 
The last three days of Holy Week each have special 

significance of their own and yet together as a unit have 
been given the Latin name of The Triduum. 

The Thursday of Holy 
Week is called “Maundy” 
after the Latin word for 
“mandate,” since this is the 
night in which Christ’s 
farewell discourse to the 
disciples included His 
command that those twelve 
men “love one another” in 
the same way that He loved 
them. Having just washed 
their feet, insisting that 
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Podcast Paradigm 

 Saint George’s is developing 
a new facet of our website by 
turning sermons and past 
Sunday School classes into 
podcasts.  

    By clicking on “Audio” at the 
homepage of our parish site 
(www.stgeorgeapa.org), links 
will appear which allow one to 
listen and subscribe to an 
increasing number of podcasts 
that can be played directly 
from a smartphone or other 
device.   

Putt-Putt Challenge 

On April 24, the men of the 
parish are invited to 3’s 
Greenville Golf & Grill to try 
their hand at the very unique 
and challenging 12-hole 
17,000 square foot “Humps 
and Bumps Putting Course.” 
Mark your calendars and keep 
your eyes open for more 
details in the weeks to come! 

The Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem

http://www.stgeorgeapa.org
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everyone receive this ministry from Him, Jesus commanded 
in turn that they imitate their Master and so love one 
another. 

Much like the liturgy of Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday begins with great fanfare and joy. Flowers return 
to the sanctuary, the color is turned from violet to white, 
“The Gloria” is sung, and all seems well with the world again 
since it is on this night that Jesus also instituted the 
Sacrament of His Body and blood. Giving Himself to His 
disciples at that meal, He foreshadowed giving Himself for 
the world. We rejoice as we are brought in to share the 
divine life of Christ but suddenly find that another reversal 
is upon us. 

Symbolizing the manner in which the disciples fled 
from Christ when Judas and the temple soldiers came to 
take Him away, the altar area is stripped of all its contents as 
Psalm 22 is solemnly recited. In the end, even the tabernacle 
is emptied of the reserved Sacrament and the faithful depart 
in silence, not even reverencing the altar since Christ’s 
sacramental presence is no longer there. 

Good Friday - 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM 
In a great irony, this day of Christ’s Crucifixion takes 

the name “Good” since it is on this day that we may declare 
with Christ that when speaking of the work of our salvation, 
“It is finished.” There are a number of ways to observe this 
day and most parishes observe some combination of the 
possible services. 

At Saint George’s, we commemorate the last seven 
words of Christ during the three hours from noon to three 

PM when Christ hung on the cross before his death. The Three Hours Devotion involves seven 
short homilies interspersed with periods of silence. One may stay for the entire time, but it has 
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Bishop Grundorf ’s 
Last Visit 

     This April 18, +Bishop 
Walter Grundorf will make his 
last episcopal visit to Saint 
George’s as our Diocesan 
Bishop. Confirmations and 
reception of new members will 
takes place as usual, but a 
special celebration and 
reception will follow the 11 AM 
service, giving us each a 
chance to say our own special 
thank-you’s to our Bishop and 
his wife, Dr. Mary, for all that 
they have done for us through 
the years.  

     A basket will be placed in 
the Parish Hall to collect cards 
and notes from each of us to 
the Grundorf’s; so that as they 
take to the road one last time, 
they will bring with them our 
many kind words of thanks and 
appreciation.  

     Also, please have a look at 
the sign-up sheet in the 
hallway to find out what you 
might be able to bring for the 
reception.
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traditionally been considered a time when one may “drop in” for a period of time and depart 
again without remaining for all seven sermons. 

In the evening, we return to the practice of the Stations of 
the Cross beginning at 7 PM, which is followed immediately by 
the service entitled Tenebrae. While many churches observe 
this on Wednesday, Tenebrae is observed here on Good Friday 
as a way of completing the week’s scripture readings, for the 
service involves a reading of the entire Passion narrative of the 
Gospel of Saint John. With lights mostly turned out, except for 
seven candles near the altar, one candle is extinguished after 
each section of the narrative until all are extinguished, 
symbolizing the literal death of Christ on the cross. One candle 
is relit to symbolize the hope that there always was for his 
Resurrection. Nevertheless, the faithful depart in silence as 
they contemplate the darkness that must have hung over the 
whole world on that first night that Christ lay in a tomb. 

Holy Saturday - 8:00 PM 
Holy Saturday, the last day of The Triduum, is once again a day of reversal. During the 

daylight hours, Holy Saturday is the last day of Lent and is to be observed just as other days of 
Lent, though the anticipation of the great feast of Easter 
is almost too much for some to bear. Since days were 
counted in the ancient world from sundown to sundown, 
at this sundown churches rightly begin the feast of Easter. 
The scriptures declare that the women arrived at the 
tomb before the sun came up and found that it was 
already empty. This means that any time during the night, 
including possibly just after sundown, Jesus rose from the 
dead.

The service is probably the most liturgically 
complicated of any, but it is perhaps also the most 
powerful. First, the service begins in total darkness as the 
priest blesses the “new fire” of the Paschal candle. 
Proceeding up the aisle with the candle and letting 
parishioners light little candles of their own from the “new” flame, the priest chants “The light of 
Christ, thanks be to God!” Soon the light of every candle illuminates the dark room and one 
begins to see that a change has taken place at the altar. The veils are all gone. The significance of 
the Resurrection of Christ begins to shine again. Lilies adorn the altar area and the priest or 
deacon turns to chant The Exultet, a Gregorian liturgy explaining the signification of the new 
light of the Paschal candle. 

Before the service is through, prophecies pointing to Christ are read from the Old 
Testament, the baptismal font is blessed as a sign of new life, and the Eucharist is celebrated 
anew. Here, in the new light shining in the darkness of night, Easter has truly begun.                            
    Fr. Paul Rivard+
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE from the Foreign Missions Team 

 As Voice of the Martyrs serves persecuted Christians in over 70 countries around the 
world, they say the first request of our persecuted Christian family is always “Pray for us!” It is 
our privilege and calling to do this: to pray for another front-line worker for Voice of the 
Martyrs, Jagadish. Jagadish ministers in Bangladesh where he risks much to share the 
Gospel and disciple new believers. He shares the message of Jesus Christ with others, 
delivers Bibles to those who have waited years for their own copy, and travels difficult terrain 
to disciple new believers in remote villages. Imagine the joy in their hearts and on their faces 
as they interact with Jagadish during his visits.  

 The followers of Christ in Bangladesh do not have easy access to a minister (we see ours 
weekly and can call anytime), nor an abundance of resources to strengthen and encourage 
their walk in Christ (we have an array of resources on our shelves and through our laptops). 
Jagadish must be like a precious gem to them, and they to him.  

 Bangladesh is a majority-Muslim nation with 87% Sunni Muslims. Christians represent less 
than 1% of the population. Persecution generally comes from local Muslim authorities, 
Islamist extremist groups, and families and communities. 
When Muslims convert to Christianity, they are often 
forced to leave their family and community. Voice of the 
Martyrs relocates those expelled from their communities 
and provides for the medical needs of those injured in 
persecution attacks. They support Bible distributions 
and evangelism training, as well as provide rural pastors, 
evangelists, and church planters with necessities and 
resources for their ministry.  

Please pray for Jagadish and the church in Bangladesh using the prompts below, as well as 
your own: 

✦ The prayer for the church found on page 37 of The Book of Common Prayer 

✦ The fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23 

✦ The Lord’s prayer found in Matthew 6:5 

✦ Prayers for health and protection like Psalm 5:11-12, Psalm 9:9-19, Psalm 121:5-8 

Thank you for praying!
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