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Why Traditional Anglicanism? 
(The Lost Chapters)                           

1. The Saints                                     
Returning to the series of articles answering the question “Why 
Traditional Anglicanism?” in the next months of our parish 
newsletter, I will address a number of topics that had not yet been 
covered and about which those looking into Anglicanism are often 
interested.                                 Fr. Paul Rivard+

When approaching the Anglican Church from a 
decidedly non-catholic background, one of the most arresting 
elements of the tradition is the frequent reference to saints. 
Even deciding to visit an Anglican Church often involves 
agreeing to enter the doors of “Saint So-and-So’s” church. For 
those who are used to attending churches which are named 
after local topographical features (ie. Hillcrest Church, Rock 
Creek Baptist, Sugar Mountain Fellowship, etc.), a name like 
“Saint George’s” can pose a challenge. Even if you make it 
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Pandemic Fatigue 

    According to physicians, one 
of the signs of contracting 
Covid-19 is fatigue, but seven 
months in to this pandemic, 
there isn’t a single person who 
isn’t tired of hearing about it! 
While it is true that all 
information seems to be 
filtered through the pandemic 
paradigm, Christians may take 
strength from knowing that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
gospel of Christ crucified, has 
been filtered through countless 
circumstances of suffering in 
the past 2000 years. Through 
sickness, injury, battle, loss, 
betrayal, abandonment, and 
even persecution, wise 
Christians have recognized that 
their redemption, even the 
redeeming of their suffering, is 
possible through binding 
together their own cross with 
Christ’s. Don’t lay down 
whatever cross Christ has given 
you to carry, especially not for 
something like Covid-19!    

http://StGeorgeAPA.org
http://StGeorgeAPA.org
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through the doors of one of the few Anglican parishes which 
is not named after a saint (ie. Christ the Redeemer Church, 
Holy Cross Church, etc.) and no reference is made to the 
saints by clergy or laity, one is at the very least faced with the 
final sentence of the Nicene Creed which is common to all 
reliably orthodox churches in the world today. That is, 
Christians find themselves asserting “I believe in … the 
communion of saints.” What do we mean by using all these 
references to saints?

While there are many elements of the Christian faith 
that protestants and catholics agree upon, the theology 
surrounding the saints cannot be said to be one of those 
areas. In fact, the knee-jerk reaction of the protestant toward 
the mention of saints is to expect that heresy, idolatry, and 
the devil’s work are afoot. The reason for this reaction is that 
indeed there have been abuses of the theology of saints in the 
history of the Church which gave rise to the heritage of 
suspicion passed down from one generation to another in the 
protestant world. Many recoil from discussion of the saints 
for the same reason 
that so many other 
elements of the pre-
reformation Church 
are avoided. “The 
saints are just too 
Roman Catholic!”

Perhaps no 
theological 
conversation 
amongst Christians 
contains such 
potential for raising 
the hackles of 
suspicion as a 
discussion of the 
role of the saints. 
One Christian 
attributes their own 
good fortune or 
healing to the intercession of some saint, and another 
Christian bemoans the “apostasy” of a relative who is thought 
to have abandoned Christ by turning to a cult that makes 
idols out of humans. The catholic asserts that the protestant 
has denied the faith by ignoring the role of the Church 
Expectant, and the protestant claims that the catholic has 
accommodated paganism by substituting the cult of saints for 
the ancient panoply of Greek and Roman gods.  

One parishioner continually reminds me, “If you can’t 
keep it between the ditches, park it in the driveway.” It is true 
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A New Crew 

      Many have noticed that the 
APA has had a flurry of 
ordinations in the past months 
and our Diocese especially is 
blessed with several new 
clergy. Each of these new 
young ministers have spent 
years discerning and affirming 
their call, have accumulated 
much experience in parish 
ministry, and have met all the 
requirements for ordination in 
the APA including the 
completion of at least one 
masters level degree in 
theology.   

      We welcome to the holy 
orders of Christ’s Church: 

The Rev. Erik Wilson (Priest) 
Ordained June 20 

The Rev. Mr. Creighton 
McElveen (Deacon) Ordained 
August 15 

The Rev. Stephen Miller 
(Priest) Ordained Sept. 12 

The Rev. Kevin Fife (Priest) 
Ordained Sept. 19 

The Rev. Mason Waldhauser 
(Priest) Ordained Sept. 22 

The Rev. Mr. Grant Brodrecht 
(Deacon) Ordained Sept. 26 

Note: Fr. Stephen Miller (from 
Weaverville, NC) has accepted 
the call as Curate to Fr. John 
Klein, whose two parishes in 
Alabama were the focus of our 
most recent Lenten Appeal. 
God speed, Fr. Miller!
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that those with clouded vision tend to swerve from ditch to 
ditch as they make their way forward. Perhaps these next 
paragraphs can help to show that middle-way that traditional 
Anglicans have historically insisted upon. That is, the right 
use (rather than abuse or disuse) of theology concerning 
exemplary Christians who have gone on to their reward. By 
illuminating the pitfalls of either side, perhaps then we will 
do better at “keeping it between the ditches!” 

Let us begin at the beginning. In the first years of the 
Church’s history, it was a difficult thing to be a Christian. 
When Christians were allowed to gather the bodies of their 
martyrs into catacombs, they sometimes found that these 
were, ironically, the safest places to worship Christ and 
celebrate Holy Communion. While all Christians were 
initially referred to as “saints” in the New Testament (and this 
is the sense in which all Christians since Nicea confess we 
believe in the “communion of saints”), eventually it became 
clear that at 
least some 
Christians, 
and perhaps 
especially 
those 
martyrs 
upon whose 
tombs the 
sacrament 
was 
celebrated, 
had led truly 
exemplary 
lives which 
others could 
aspire to imitate. While the theology of Christ’s redemption 
upon all his people remained true, there was felt a need to 
honor those Christians who had walked most closely with 
Christ while they were alive. Their lives, while never perfect, 
stood as witnesses to the life of Christ and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to truly sanctify souls from all walks of life, 
sometimes especially in the midst of persecution. Indeed, 
those who learn of the example of the saints are often 
compelled to follow Christ more faithfully in their own era. 
But it is it not only their example that we may find 
encouragement in. 

One of the chief hopes of the Christian is that which is 
spoken of by Saint Paul about his own life. He said that to be 
absent from the body was to be present with the Lord (2 Cor. 
5:8). Elsewhere, he said that “to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain” (Phil. 1:21). Either way, it was clear that Saint Paul was 
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Progress on the 
Property 

      In January of 2020, Saint 
George’s took the exciting step 
of purchasing an acre of land 
on the fire station side of the 
parish building and parking 
lot. 

      It was determined that in 
order to use the new property 
for any purpose it would need 
to be re-zoned for church use. 
Now, with completed survey 
and site plan submitted, the re-
zoning is going forward this 
month. 

      Talk of progress towards 
actual physical expansion of 
the parking lot has naturally 
halted since the surprising 
onset of a pandemic, as the 
resulting limitations placed on 
attendance eliminated the 
need for extra parking for the 
foreseeable future.  

      The Batesville Road 
Expansion Project will not alter 
our current parking lot 
entrance: and with attendance 
and finances as they are, we 
will wait until it makes more 
sense to take the next step. 
When the time comes though, 
we will have made the 
progress on the property 
necessary to begin!    

      FYI - Expenditures for this 
project thus far (around 
$3,100) have been covered by 
an anonymous gift given to the 
church for the purpose of the 
expansion of our parking lot.
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not afraid to die, nor did he sense that death would be for him the end of his service to the Lord. 
What justification can there be for any Christian to insist that one such as Saint Paul, who became 
present with Christ upon his death, would at the same time cease to care about, know of, or 
continue to pray for the churches that he planted?

I have heard it said that those who die and are with Christ have “better things to think 
about than those they left behind.” There is something fishy about this thought. It feels like the 
kind of thing a person says when they are justifying an unfounded belief with an irrelevant 

sentiment. In reality, if there is one thing that Christians do 
believe, it is that there is eternal life in Christ. Close to that 
truth is the belief that Christ always intercedes for us (Heb. 
7:25). If Christians believe those two things to be true, then 
what reason is there to say that Saint Paul, who is present 
with the Lord, should experience eternal life in Christ 
divorced from Christ’s own continual concern for his body 
who remain on earth, the Church Militant? Doesn’t it make 
more sense that Saint Paul, with Christ, is interceding for us 
also? The intercession of the saints on behalf of Christians 
who are still physically alive and walking their journey in the 
present time ought to be a great comfort to the Church, in 
addition to the example of those saints. Indeed, if it makes 
sense to ask for your friends and family to pray for you, what 
sense does it make to eliminate the possibility that you 
could ask any of the saints to intercede on your behalf as 
well? They are perhaps more likely to actually pray for you 
than some of your friends!

There is an answer to this question of why to steer clear 
of discussion about the saints, I know. The answer is that the Church’s theology of the saints has 
been abused in the past and is always vulnerable to abuse again. The temptation of the struggling 
Christian is to turn to something or someone besides Jesus rather than place themselves openly 
before the blinding light of Jesus Himself. While the scriptures do not preclude the intercession of 
the saints, the New Testament contains numerous exhortations 
to look towards Christ rather than others.  Whether they be 
scholars and leaders (2 Cor. 10-11), apostles and saints (1 Cor. 
1:11-3:11), or even angels (Heb. 1-2), the head of the Church is 
Christ. “… For there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Worse than the potential to turn attention away from 
Christ was the later medieval theology of the saints concerning 
their merit. Theology of the communion of saints was allowed to 
morph into a kind of mechanical or mathematical system of 
merit where the exemplary Christians who had earned more 
merit than they needed in their lives (acts of supererogation) 
contribute to a “storehouse of merit” which could be accessed by 
all of us less exemplary Christians through indulgences and 
special prayers. Whether or not those merits were thought to be 
built up by the grace of God and shared as the Church enjoys 
union in Christ, nevertheless this economy of merit and the 
notion of praying to access the merits of the saints inevitably 
confused (and inevitably confuses) the merit of Christ’s “full, 
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perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction, for 
the sins of the whole world” (BCP 80). The storehouse of 
merit idea is a recipe for misleading only but the very few of a 
scholarly class who roll their eyes at those who cannot readily 
work through the serpentine logic. The Church leaders 
steered her people towards the ditch!

Nauseated by the storehouse of merit and the 
subsequent use of that 
theology to empty the wallets 
of common Christians for the 
building of magnificent 
structures in Rome, the 
reformers jumped into action. 
With the intention of 
returning the study of Bible 
and theology to the common 
man, the reformers insisted 
that the valuable time clergy 
have to instruct Christ’s 
people should be devoted to 
learning of Christ more than 
of His saints. And so, with 
passionate fervor to return 
attention towards Christ 
alone, the radical reformers 
yanked the steering wheel 
towards the other ditch, leaving not only the troublesome 
storehouse of merit but also the communion of saints (the 
greater portion of the body of Christ!) in the dust cloud of 
forward progress. 

Sigh. Should we just park it in the driveway? Or can we 
keep it between the ditches? Do we need a new Anglican 
version of everything? Is that the answer? Or can we take the 
time to recall that middle-way of the ancient Church that 
existed prior to this fog of war? The traditional Anglican must 
first be warned against the extremes of reform. In many 

cases, the motivation of the continental reformers was to eliminate the chance for going astray by 
ridding the Church of even the mention of the saints. This is not the best way of handling the 
matter. Rather than saying, “If it is not prescribed, it is forbidden,” Anglicans must continue to say, 
“If it is not forbidden, it is permitted.” 

The Roman Catholic reaction to the Reformation admitted some fault but often calcified 
around medieval accretions. I daresay that enthusiasm for the necessary correcting of a protestant 
error of deletion must be continually tempered by the Anglican. Concerning the faithful who have 
gone before, an insistence to again over-emphasize the role of the saints in salvation history 
(perhaps even re-inserting the notion of a storehouse of merit) predictably leads traditionalists back 
into some of the initial errors that brought about the protestant erasure of saintly theology in the 
first place. Action causes reaction. Over-action causes over-reaction.

In the very Anglican spirit of stopping a swinging pendulum of controversy at its center, we 
must look to cases in which both sides may be accepted in a comprehensive position. Much of the 
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Blessing of the 
Animals - October 3 

      This year a total of fifteen 
pets were blessed at the 
annual event in the parking lot 
of St. George’s. Each blessed 
animal and their owners 
carried home with them a 
certificate, a St. Francis medal, 
and a lovely painted stone as 
memento’s of the special day. 
Indeed, our new sign drew in 
visitors from the 
neighborhood, and everyone 
enjoyed the coffee and warm 
conversation that has become 
so characteristic of our church 
family.  
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warring at the Reformation stemmed from rigid adherence to 
one side or another of a false dilemma. We may take for a case 
study the practice of private prayer and the use of prayer beads 
or rosaries. Protestants are often impressed by the Eastern 
Orthodox who developed a very useful practice of praying the 
“Jesus Prayer,” which repeats the faithful saying, “O Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon me, a sinner.” Now this 
prayer is by its very words a more Christ-centered prayer than 
the “Hail Mary” prayer of western catholicism which 
culminates with the entreaty, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 

for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death.” The 
one is a direct prayer of 
repentance to Christ and a 
plea for mercy. The other 
calls upon the intercession 
of Saint Mary both now and 
in the hour of death. 
The Anglican asks, “Why 

should we have to choose?” 
Why should a Christian 
who had no axe to grind, 
who recognized the validity 
of both the Eastern 
Orthodox and the Roman 
Catholic traditions, and 
who was “reformed” enough 
to be keenly mindful of the 
prohibition against the 

worship of saints, need to choose between one kind of prayer 
and the other? Why shouldn’t a Christian use their week days 
to pray extemporaneously to God upon rising, say their 
Morning Office after breakfast, plead for intercession of the 
saints at mid-day, intercede for others at afternoon coffee, read 
about the life of whichever saints feast day it was after supper, 
say the Evening Office and go to bed with the knowledge that 
angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven join their 
efforts to glorify God with their very being also. Why shouldn’t 
we just use the whole road and keep it between the ditches?

Anglicans will always name local churches after the 
saints. The practice recalls their memory, their example, and even implies their intercessory 
responsibility for the parishioners who attend (ie. Saint George’s Church, The Church of Saint 
Alban, etc.) because we believe in the communion and intercession of the saints. With the right 
understanding of the honored placed that the saints hold and with knowledge of their intercession 
for us and their own desire to turn us towards Christ, we are free to sense the grandeur of the full 
scene of the entire Church. Along with the communion of saints, we face our Lord in each Mass 
praying along with all his sacred and redeemed creatures, “we laud and magnify thy glorious name 
evermore praising thee and saying, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory: Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Amen” (BCP 77).
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International 
Student Ministry 

Moves to Clemson 

      For several years now, St. 
George’s has hosted an annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner for 
International Students. This 
year, Florin and Amy Palaghia, 
leaders of the Cross Culture 
Network ministry, have moved 
their work to Clemson 
University and our years of 
hosting their event have come 
to an end. Thanks to everyone 
who worked so hard in years 
past to make our parish such a 
welcoming place for so many 
students from all over the 
world!  

      St. George’s is currently 
investigating partnerships with 
other ministries of welcoming 
the stranger and showing 
biblical hospitality.
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